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Anecdote.
Literacy Narrative.
Literacy is a phenomenon which comprises the ability, willingness, and confidence to acquire and communicate in a language as a system of communication in society either on a social or cultural basis. Ever since I was a young boy, I have always suffered from the inability to communicate effectively. Even using Arabic, which was my native and first language, literacy proved to be a toll order for me. However, through external help and my self-driven willingness to learn how to communicate effectively, I was able to overcome this setback.
When children are born, and as they grow up, they always depend on and look upon their parents as their teachers of life and their perfect examples. This was not any different for me as I came to learn this fact first hand. My parents helped me a great deal to overcome my literacy drawbacks, and they were my first sponsors. They never lost hope in me as they motivated me all through my learning experience and always gave me the strength to go past my shortcomings. One of the major areas that my parents majorly helped me in my efforts to become better in literacy is by buying me new reading materials. Some of these books my parents would read out for me as bedtime stories, and they would also encourage me to read some books on my own. This went a long way in cultivating my reading and listening skills. From this, I was learning step by step how to read, understand, and conceptualize what the authors of the books were trying to put across. 
The other way that my parents really helped me in grasping literacy fast was by helping me with my homework. From the initial stages, my parents were always there to help teach me how to hold the pen and write down the alphabets even before I joined the school. Even when I finally joined school, they never shied away from this practice that had become a norm. Scientific research has found that there exists a relationship between reading and writing skills coupled with interconnected theoretical frameworks which help cultivate literacy skills. Therefore, by helping me with my homework, I was able to master the art of literacy very fast, and as a result, it led to me being good, all round and well-balanced student with the practical skills of writing and reading.
The other sponsors in my life who helped me to develop my literacy skills are my teachers. In class, my teachers would come up with competitions where students were required to dictate specific words or spell them out loudly. Those who got these words correct were always rewarded for their achievements. This made learning a fun affair, and therefore we could hardly forget what we learned in class which went an extra mile in helping the students be able to grasp and have a mastery of the language and subsequently master the art of literacy. Teachers are expected to have an understanding of how reading and writing complement each other during the process of learning the art of literacy, and they should know how best they can use this combination to improve on their students. Also, my teachers helped me master literacy fast by giving me extra work to go and practice what I had learned in school at home.
When I turned 21, I moved to the United States. This was a new chapter in my life, which subsequently meant learning a new language and therefore, new struggles. At first, this new experience scared me and shook me to the core. However, with time, I developed confidence in myself and slowly started learning the English language step by step. My first step was joining the University of Central Florida (UCL), English language institution. In as much as fitting into this Institution was intimidating for me, within me I had some confidence since I had sat for the institution's placement tests and my grades were quite impressive and therefore I knew that I would just turn out alright. Also, the institution helped a great deal since they kept tabs with my progress through continuous assessments and through homework, which after marking, they gave recommendations on the areas that I needed to improve.
Outside the classroom, I indulged myself in more learning activities which would help me improve on my English. I developed a certain curiosity towards learning more and more English with time. It is believed that our brains become more receptive to acquiring new information once we have triggered our own curiosity and that this results in the feeling of enjoyment of the learning experience. This is exactly what was going on within me. The more curious I became about the English language, the more I enjoyed learning it. Whenever I was out and about, and I heard a new word, I would record it in my notebook then later on in my free time; I would look it up and understand its meaning.
There has been an increase in the use of technology, particularly audio-visual materials, in the classrooms, especially when teaching foreign languages. This technique has proven to be very effective and therefore, has become a very common phenomenon. In my quest to understand the English language, I also used this technique. I would look for educative movies which I would watch repeatedly and keenly listen to how the English words were used and pronounced. Later on, I would practice by recording myself as I pronounced these new words, compare with the movie characters, and improve on areas that needed improving.
Therefore, as I conclude, in all of my endeavours, I have come to realize that literacy is an art just like any other and through focused determination and practice, anyone can master this art. Mastery of effective literacy is of utmost importance in our daily life since through literacy; we are able to express ourselves to others and also to fit in a particular society and culture.
